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A spy ss a spy

- Anythma or anyona b}urrmu or otherwise’ obscurmo the W ¢
obvious necessity fora distinct. separation ‘of press and state KRS |
“takesa substam:xal chunk outof the foundatlon of Amencan .
ireedom —and that is precxsely what CIA Director-, i
Stansﬁe}d Turner did Jast.week during-a tal to. the""
Amencan.:.ocx, yzof Ixewspaper detors i ©
. The dxrector said thaton three occasxonshe’personally
approved using’ Jou.rnal.stsfor secret intelligence operatxons
. — and that he would-do-so aoam if he felt justified. = %" :
But such blatant abuse of press-} freedom can neve b' :
justified. The u.se of forexgn correspondents by, the
government indicates that the Carter admxmstranon, of -
which Admiral Turner is a part, now seems to be attemptm g
to tether the E;ress whx!e at the same time unleashmo th°
CIA. 2 T T
~ .Ina frxg?ztemnv fashxon the director 1mphed there was
comethmo unpatriotic about.a journalist’s refusal to serve his ~
. country by serving the CIA. In fact, an independent reporter .- ;
is serving his counfry and its, cxtxzens sxmply by bemg 0
" independent. ST -
' Of xmmechate and certamly leommate concern to the
( ’ ’ - editors is the effect Turner's Pravda mentality,: 1fvunc:he_cke_d
- would have on the ability of foreign correspondents to :
function safely in dangerous areas of the world. Sources, - - s
moreover, should not be in doubt about whether they are .
! talking to spies or journalists. Plus, if Americans areto have .
-any faith in 2 free press they must be positive the reports -
they read are not written by-undercover agents-carrying - .
repurters s note pads If two, three or six foreign .- 7" - o
correspondents are’in the employ of the CIA then all such
eomspondents become suspect e
o The American’public has evéry nght to expect that the
"-newsmeniand women who serve.it strive for accuracy and |
. fairness. No néwsman who sells his talents to the ClAis
_ worthy:of the titleZ The: task of gathering and’Wwriting. news
s dlfﬁcult enough without bhrdenma the professxon with
o
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¢ oA spema ,pleader for the CIA: <
~Z Surely such-a practice should bé strlctly prohxblted by,

the government. But since the.government does not. have the
good sense to’bar.that pracnce vdluntanly, it should. be’”
outlawed in. an_y future charter hmmngCIA actmt:es
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